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What ideas generated by the American Enlightenment and the Great Awakening prompted challenges to religious, social, and political authorities in the British colonies? 
American enlightenment refers to a period of intellectual and philosophical ferment in America.  The period was between the 18th and 19th centuries. It was this enlightenment era that led to the American revolution (Foner, 2019). The main aim of the enlightenment was to give useful and practical ideas to the life of Americans and the country at large. 
The American enlightenment utilized scientific reasoning to religion, politics, and science. It led to the restoration of important disciplines that were worthy of study, such as arts, literature, and music. More so, it led to religious tolerance and the replacement of theology with non-denominational moral philosophy (Foner, 2019). The Great Awakening was a period of religious revival in the American colonies. The Great Awakening led to religious tolerance, denominationalism, and emphasis on having inner experience. Both the American Enlightenment and the Great Awakening brought challenges to social, religious, and political authorities in the British colonies in the following ways. 
The American Enlightenment utilized science to explain life and its occurrences. The reason why science is because it utilized reason and verifiable logic to explain life. The belief in science was contrary to the popular belief that was held by the church. Church's logic and reasoning were rooted in superstition (Foner, 2019). The enlightenment brought fear among church ministers to the extent that they started the Great Awakening. 
The great awakening attempted to use religious and social structures as a way of acquiring profits. Religious ministers claimed that they were in a position to save people from their sins if they donated more offerings to the church. The offerings were, of course, in terms of money. This claim led the church to be very corrupt. It exposed the utter corruption that exists in human nature. It was this nature of corruption that inspired some of the religious converts to become missionaries and to shift to other forms of religions such as presbyterian. The other thing is that the Great Awakening deemphasized the emphasis of the church towards the masses. Instead of approaching spiritual experience on a communal level, it emphasized individual experience. The Great Awakening led the individuals into a personal approach towards salvation rather than blindly adhering to the church doctrine and dogma. It is the Great Awakening that brought about the idea of an individualistic society. 
The American enlightenment birthed the value for justice, equality, and social and political change (Foner, 2019). People began learning about the natural laws of the universe. They began to challenge the idea that leaders were chosen by God and started to utilize rational thought to effect change in society. The use of rational thought brought frustration to British colonies on the idea of taxes. People realized that there was no justified cause to keep paying Britain taxes and started revolting against the British authorities. Numerous ideas in the declaration of American Independence came from the enlightenment. For instance, ideas such as all humans’ men are created equal. Also, there is the idea that all humans are born with certain inalienable rights such as life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; thus, no human can take away these rights from another human. 
In conclusion, the American Enlightenment and the Great Awakening introduced the idea of utilizing rational thought and living by the laws of the universe. These two eras had a great contribution to the modern western world. 
 How did the American revolution affect the Native Americans, slaves, and women in society? 
The American Revolution happened between 1775 and 1783 in colonial Northern America. It was both a political and ideological revolution. The revolution led to the independence of thirteen American colonies, which were under the British Crown. More so, it is from the revolution that the first constitutional liberal democracy was established in America (Foner, 2019). The American Revolution did have a significant impact on Native Americans, slaves, and women in society. 
The American Revolution had a great impact on the Native Americans. The revolution introduced European imperial powers on the land of Native Americans. It is with the revolution that the Natives were introduced into new concepts such as land treaties, citizenship, nation, and state. The introduction of these concepts is coupled with the loss of culture. The European culture was so strong and forceful that it eroded the Natives' culture. In other words, the American Revolution forced the Natives to adapt to modernity ( Foner, 2019). The other thing is that during the conflicts brought up by the revolution, the Natives, just like the other residents of North America, were forced to choose to be on either the patriot or loyalist cause. However, for them, they had different issues. They were more concerned about maintaining the ownership of their land. More so, they were concerned about ensuring that their trade routes remained unaffected by the conflicts brought by the American revolution.  
The revolution had contradictory impacts on the slaves. It led to the abolition of slavery in the North by tearing down the institutions that promoted slavery. In the South, the revolution hugely disrupted slavery. Slavery was an economic engine of the South. It was the one that offered the labor that was required to run the agricultural economy in the South. On slaves, the revolution inspired slave resistance. The natural rights philosophy that was brought about by the revolution inspired African Americans to demand their rights (Foner, 2019). For instance, there was the sensation that all men are born with certain inalienable rights that cannot be snatched away from them, such as freedom and the right to enjoy life. It is with these sensations that the slaves started to demand their rights on all the dimensions of life. Be it in religion, economics, social aspects, and politics. 
The American Revolution introduced the thinking on the relationship between men and women. Previously, before the revolution, women were viewed to be inferior to men. This notion was challenged by the roles that women played during the revolution. For instance, they acted as spies and were used to supply soldiers with food. The natural laws brought about by the revolution brought about legal rights for women in all dimensions of life. 
In conclusion, the American revolution brought about cultural change for Native Americans. Second, it sparked the enjoyment of natural rights for slaves in both the social, political, and spiritual dimensions of life. Lastly, the revolution led to the realization of women's rights. Previously, women had been suppressed by men but the ideas brought about by the revolution sparked change in the entire society at large.
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